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The collared peccary, or javelina, is a native big 
game species in Texas, also found in New Mexico, 
Arizona, and throughout much of Latin America. In 
Texas, javelinas are found in the South Texas Plains, 
Trans-Pecos, Edwards Plateau, and Rolling Plains 
ecoregions. Javelinas are often confused with feral 
hogs, but they are not in the same family as pigs.

FUN FACT: Javelinas are in the Tayassuidae family 
along with the Chacoan peccary (Catagonus wagneri) 
and the white-lipped peccary (Tayassu pecari).

Description
Javelinas have a life expectancy of about 10 years in 
the wild and average 48-50 pounds when mature. 
They have a ring of white and gray hair around their 
neck, giving the appearance of a collar, and hence 
their name. Javelinas have a scent gland on their 
rump that emits a musk-like odor used to mark 
territories and communicate with group members. 
Unlike pigs, javelinas have no visible tail and only a 
single dewclaw on their hind legs.

FUN FACT: Javelinas sharpen their upper and lower 
canines against each other, resulting in a chattering 
noise used as a defense mechanism to warn 
predators or other javelinas.

Habitat and Diet
In Texas, javelinas favor semi-arid brushlands (South 
Texas Plains and Trans-Pecos) and oak-juniper 
woodlands (Edwards Plateau and Rolling Plains). 
Water is a key feature of quality habitat. Javelinas 
are omnivores and eat prickly pears, roots, mesquite 
beans, forbs, and insects.

FUN FACT: Javelinas have a complex stomach 
and water efficient kidneys, enabling them to 
efficiently digest forage and conserve water in arid 
environments.
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Home Range and Behavior
Home ranges vary between 200-900 acres, 
depending on vegetation structure and availability 
of forage. Javelinas tend to be semi-territorial, and 
home ranges of javelinas do not overlap.

FUN FACT: Javelinas live in groups called 
squadrons, ranging from 8 to 12 members.

Reproduction
Javelinas can breed year-round, beginning at 11 
months if habitat conditions are favorable. The 
average gestation period for a javelina is 145 days. 
They can produce two litters per year, each usually 
consisting of two young.

FUN FACT: Javelina young are known as “reds” 
because of their reddish color.

Javelina Hunting in Texas
	► Northern Zone: Dates vary annually
	► Southern Zone: Open year-round
	► Bag limit: Two javelina per license year
	► For more information: https://tpwd.texas.gov/
regulations/outdoor-annual/regs/animals/javelina/

Learn More
Please contact the authors to learn more about 
javelina ecology and management and new, 
long-term research projects that evaluate survey 
methods, population dynamics, health, and habitat 
of javelinas in southern Texas.
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