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Aoudad / Barbary Sheep
(Ammotragus lervia)

Aoudad, also known as Barbary sheep, are native to 
northern Africa, and classified as Vulnerable by the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature. Aoudad 
were introduced into the wild in New Mexico in 1950 
and to Palo Duro Canyon in Texas in 1957. In Texas, they 
are considered Common with robust populations in the 
Edwards Plateau, Trans Pecos, South Texas Plains, and 
juncture of the Rolling Plains and High Plains ecoregions.

County records of Barbary sheep (aoudad) based on historic and 
iNaturalist records. Counties in dark grey and maroon are part of the 
historic and current distribution. The core occupied areas are depicted 
in maroon, and counties with new iNaturalist records, that were not 
part of the historic distribution, are shaded light red. Other counties 
may have aoudad populations but are not reported in public sources, 
especially for counties bordering the core occupied areas.

Description 
Aoudad are in the Family Bovidae, sporting distinctive 
horns in both sexes that curve backward, outward, and 
then inward; male horns are longer (28–36”) and wider 
at the bases. Their coats are sandy color or khaki to 
dark khaki, and they have a yellow iris and horizontal 
pupil. Aoudad have long tails extending to the hocks, a 
mane running from the throat to the brisket, and chaps 
(long hair) around the forelegs. Aoudad are larger in 
their introduced range; females stand 30–37" and weigh 
90–125 pounds whereas males are 36–39” tall (up to 
44” in introduced range) and weigh 110–320 pounds 
(average = 200 pounds).
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Habitat and Diet
Aoudad are generalist feeders, ranging from grazers (feeding 
on grasses) to browsers (feeding on woody plants) depending 
on habitat, season, and rainfall patterns. Aoudad are not reliant 
on free-standing water, obtaining much of their water from 
plants, but they will utilize free-standing water on occasion 
if undisturbed. They are native to semi-arid and arid regions, 
so they do not do well in moist environments. Aoudad prefer 
mountainous, rugged, and rocky habitats–they do well in these 
environments because they are excellent climbers. 

Reproduction
Aoudad breed from late August to early December with peak 
breeding from mid-September to mid-November; they have 
been found to breed year-round in Texas. Gestation is 160 days, 
so most lambs are born between March and April. Females are 
reproductively mature at 13–18 months, having 1–2 lambs per 
birth. Males reach sexual maturity around 11–15 months, but at 
this age, most are not dominant enough to breed.

Behavior
Aoudad are gregarious, forming groups that vary in size from 10 
to hundreds of animals. These groups consist of ewes, lambs, 
and young rams, but bachelor groups of males also are 
common. Feeding activity occurs around dawn and dusk, but 
during hotter weather, most foraging shifts to the night. During 
dry, hot weather, aoudad will use wallows to cool down.

Management Considerations
Aoudad are major competitors to native Texas wildlife for 
habitat and food; they are also more aggressive than most 
native wildlife. Aoudad will use supplemental feed, especially 
feedstuffs provided by feeders, so they may monopolize feed 
sites. They are adaptable and their habitats tend to overlap 
those of desert bighorn sheep and mule deer. Therefore, they 
compete directly and indirectly for habitat and space, 
especially when found in very large groups. Aoudad may also 
harbor and spread diseases to native wildlife and livestock 
(sheep and goats), especially when transported for hunting 
and breeding purposes. For example, aoudad can spread 
respiratory pathogens such as Mycoplasma ovipneumoniae 
(Movi) and Pasteurellaceae to native bighorn sheep; Movi is 
fatal to bighorn but not to aoudad.

Hunting Exotics in Texas
Most exotic wildlife species were introduced in Texas to 
provide additional hunting opportunities. Aoudad are 
classified as an exotic animal, which is any animal that 
is not indigenous to Texas. In Texas, there are no closed 
seasons for hunting exotics, but a valid hunting license is 
required. Please review Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
regulations for complete information.
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